2ND YEAR STUDENTS, EUROPEAN PROJECT, 2008 - 2009
New year, new projects… 

A European ICT project will be at the core of the English class this year. This project called "Discovering who we are" is an "e-twinning" action based on the participation of 6 English teachers from 6 countries in Europe: France (whom we represent), Spain, Poland, Italy, Germany and Romania. 

A site "Face to Face" will be our main communication tool:

First the children will be invited to join in (with a nickname, a password and their avatar in order to protect their identity). They then will make a presentation of themselves, both individually and as a group (with photos or a film). I will ask students to choose partners on this site with whom they will have to keep a regular correspondence under the control of the site administrator (one of the teachers), who will keep us informed of the number of visits and possible complaints. 
Children will work on 6 or 8 “missions” using different tools such as power points, slide shows, videos, or simply word documents. I would like each work to be the culmination of a whole unit from their class book in order to connect lessons to real life. You will sometimes be invited to visit some of the typical places of our beautiful region so that your children can make their European partners discover them. You will then have to bring a digital camera if you have one. 
The topics we want to work on are as follows: 
Talking about oneself, one’s school, one’s city, castles in our area and their history, our environment and how we protect it, our arts and our crafts, local food products, local celebrations, a typical Christmas, one’s musical tastes (styles, singers or groups), local sporting events and performing a tale such as Three Little Pigs, Pinocchio, Jack and the Beanstalk or Little Red Riding Hood (they would then have to write all the dialogues). 

The students (at the root of our project) will rate these topics in order to select those they prefer and we will do our best to meet their tastes. Of course, each of them will work in groups or individually depending on the project. You will be able to follow everything on the site "Face to Face". 

Some of their European partners will be older than them because we do not teach the same age groups. But the oldest will be 16. 
Students whose behaviour on the website and in class is not satisfactory will be excluded from the project. 

This project which will cover the entire school year offers many advantages: 
- students will find real situations in which they will be able to use what they’ve learnt in class (and thus keep motivated) 
- they will learn how to handle ICT techniques (which is essential to pass their final exam in 4th year), 
- it will open them to other cultures, 
- they will learn how to work in teams, tolerance and solidarity, 
- And the best among them will get ready to enter the European class in 3rd year. 

Thank you for all the help you can give to this project. You’ll soon find a list of all e-mail addresses and websites in your child’s report book. 
                                                                                                                               Laetitia Di Rosa

