ARTICLES
THE

a- We use the when there is only one of something



the sun,  the capital of France…

b- When something has been referred to before



Mark picked up a book. The book …

c- to talk generally about the environment:



the sky, the ground, the sea, the environment, the mountains…



*but we say: space: there are millions of stars in space
d- We say “go to the cinema, the theatre

e- We say the radio, but television (without the)

f- We use the to talk about particular things or people

 

All the cars in this car park

g- We use the + adjective (without a noun) to talk about groups of people, so they are plural expressions:


the young
the English  the rich 
the unemployed 
the poor
h- Note these other uses of the
1. Playing musical instruments: Do you play the guitar

2. Time:  In the past / future , but at present

3. Superlatives: the biggest one

4. Oceans: the Pacific

5. Rivers, seas: The Amazon, the Danube, The Mediterranean Sea
6. Names of ships: We sailed on the Neptune
A/AN

1- We use a/an with jobs: a doctor…

2- We also use a/an with some numbers: a hundred, a thousand..

3- we use a /an to refer to something for the first time: I need a telephone.
4- in some expressions: once a week, three times a day, 1.20 pounds a kilo.
5- We use a / an to describe something :A tiger is a wild animal (tigers are wild animals)

NO ARTICLE

1- We don’t use  an article when we talk about things generally with plural nouns.

Hamburgers are more expensive than hotdogs

2- Before the names of the meals ( breakfast, lunch, dinner, supper)

3- Before a noun+number: Platform 5, size 43, page 29…
4- Bed, home,  work : we say  “go to bed”, “be in bed”, go to work, finish work, come home …..

 * But we can say I sat down the bed if we take it as a piece of furniture.
5- With places such as countries, states and cities: Los Angeles is in California.

 * But countries which are a group or plural have a definite article: The Netherlands, the United   Kingdom, the USA
6-  with geographical areas, lakes, mountains and islands: Lake Victoria, East Africa, Mt. Everest, on Crete.

· But with groups of islands or mountain ranges: the Alps, The Canary Islands

7-With most streets: in Bond Street

8- With names, but the is used with titles or plural names: Zapatero is the Prime Minister of Spain/ the Simpsons
NOUNS WITH AND WITHOUT THE

1- with prison, hospital, university, school and church, we don’t use the article when  we are thinking of the general idea of these places and what they are used for.

 Ken’s bother is in prison for robbery / Ken went to the prison to visit his brother

2- We say:



the north (of France)
but 
northern France 

