THE GERUND

We use the gerund :

a- after certain verbs and phrasal verbs:

admit/ avoid/ advise/can’t stand/can’t help/can’t imagine/complete/ consider/discuss/ dislike/don’t mind/enjoy/ finish/ give up/  mind/ enjoy/ finish/ give up/ hate/ imagine/ like/ love/keep/ mention/ miss/ practise/recommend/regret/report/ resist/ risk/ suggest
e.g. 

They practised writing every day

Imagine not having books

b- after prepositions

e.g. I’m not very good at skiing
c- as nouns, as the subject of a sentence or clause

e.g.  Smoking is bad for you


My favourite activity is gardening

THE INFINITIVE

We use the infinitive:

a-After certain verbs:

Afford/ agree/ appear/arrange / ask/ attempt/ beg/choose/ dare/ decide/ demand/deserve/ expect/fail/ hesitate/ hope/ intend/ learn/ like/ manage/mean/need/ offer/prepare/ pretend/ promise/ refuse/ seem /threaten/wait/want/ would like/wish
e.g.  I refuse to accept your apology

John promised to help me

b-after nouns

e.g. We have homework to do

 there are obstacles to overcome

c-After adjectives

It’s good to see you

It’s difficult to understand

VERBS+  GERUNDS OR INFINITIVES
A) With little change in meaning:  hate, like , love, (the gerund is used in general statements but the infinitive is used meaning prefer), begin,  start (aren’t found with a gerund in continous tenses), allow (takes a gerund when there is no object and an infinitive when there is one) and prefer ( I prefer driving to  walking, but I prefer to drive rather than to walk).
B) With a change in meaning:

· FORGET: 

· Forget + infinitive: not remember to do something in the future (I’ve forgotten to post the letter)
· Forget + gerund : not remember a past action ( I forgot meeting him)

· REMEMBER:

· Remember+ infinitive: not forget to do something in the future  ( Remember to call me later)

· Remember+ gerund: remember a past action ( I remember you dancing with him last week)

· STOP: 

· Stop+ infinitive: stop in order to do something (I stopped to talk to her)

· Top+ gerund: stop an action ( she stop talking and become quiet)

· TRY:

· Try + infinitive: make an effort to do somenthing (usually unsuccessfully): ( I try to run, but I was too tired)

· Try + gerund: experiement with something ( I tried running in order to get fit)
· REGRET:
· Regret +infinitive:  be sorry to ( I regret to tell that you have failed)

· Regret+ gerund: regret about something that happened in the past ( I regret telling him that he was stupid)

