TIPS FOR WRITING

LINKERS
Giving example or adding ideas :

for example / for instance 

             

per exemple
such as 
/ like




 com ara... / com
moreover/in addition/ what is more... 

a més a més...

another reason is...



una altra raó és

according to




d’acord amb
...also.. / ,too




també

more....than




més que
both.......and.....




tan......com ......

......or....





...o ...

neither....nor...




ni.... ni ......

either....or....




o ....o ....

more...than..




més ..que

apart from that




a part d’això

Giving explanations: 

 that is (to say)




és a dir

 in other words...       


      
dit d’una altra manera...

Ordering events
First of all / firstly....                                               
en primer lloc...

To begin with...                                                      
 per començar...

Secondly

                                          
  en segon lloc... 

Finally/ Eventually



finalment

In conclusion/ to sum up



en conclusió /en resum

After that / after + noun phrase


després d’això/ després de 

Next/later




a continuació/ més tard
Then





llavors

On the whole




en general

In short





en resum
Expressingr contrast
On the one hand.. / on the other hand...                 
d’una banda.../ d’altra banda...

Although  (+ subj+verb)



encara que. 

However




no obstant...

in spite of /despite   (+gerund/noun phrase)            
malgrat que., a pesar de 
although/even if/even though


encara que
but 





però

whereas





mentre que

Expressing consequence or reason
Consequently/As a result



consequentment/com a resultat

Therefore/So




per tant/ així que

Because





perquè

Because of ...                                             

   a causa d’això

For this/that reason...                                   

 per aquesta raó

That’s why...                                                

 per això...

Therefore...                                                  

 per tant...

Consequently...                                             

en conseqüència...

So...                                                               

així que, per això...

So as to/so as not to



per a / per a que no

In order to/ in order not to



per a  / per a que no

So that





a fi de què, de manera que

As /since




ja que , donat que

Due to





degut a , a causa de

Expressing time

As





mentre que 

Before/after




abans/despres

Until/till





fins
When





quan
Whenever




sempre que,  cada cop que

While





mentre que
Expressing condition

If /whether




si

Provided




sempre que

Unless





a menys que
Even if





inclús si
For and against essay
1 Introducció: estableix el tema d’una manera impersonal

2 Avantatges, amb exemples

3 Inconvenients, amb exemples.

4 Comentari concloent, amb opinió personal.

Frases útils

Some people believe / prefer 


hi ha persones que creuen/ s’estimen més.....

Other people ......                                                   
n’hi ha d’altres....

Those who are in favour of...                                
els que estan a favor de...

Those who are against...                                       
els que estan en contra de...

Many people complain that...                                 
molta gent es queixa que...

There are several arguments in favour of

hi ha alguns arguments a favor de

There are some arguments agaisnt


hi ha alguns arguments en contra de

Would this be a positive or a negative thing?
Seria això algo positiu o negatiu?

Opinion essay
1 Introducció: estableix el tema i l’opinió de manera clara.

2 Primer argument ,acompanya l’opinió de fets, exemples.....(cada idea en un paràgraf diferent)

3 Tornar a exposar l’opinió. Pots oferir una solució

Expressar opinions personals
I think/ I believe / I agree / In my opinion /As I see it / It’s clear to me that...

Penso / crec /estic d’acord/Segons el meu parer / Em sembla evident que,,,

Expressar fets
Actually / in fact...                    

     en realitat / de fet..

Puntualitzar

At least...                                                       almenys...

Above all...                                                    sobretot...

In particular..                                                 en especial..

Factual essay
1 Introducció: presenta el tema

2 Desenvolupament: inclou dades objectives, no opinions personals.

3 Conclusió: resumeix les dades i exposa la teva opinió

Expressions útils

People are concerned about...   



la gent està preocupada per...

 there are many reasons for...



hi ha moltes raons per 

 there are several explanations for



hi ha algunes explicacions per..

 the fact is that...





el fet és que
...is a serious problem.




..és un problema greu
Short story
1- Prepara l’escena- utilitza un estil directe per crear interès

2- Descripció de l’acció i dels personatges- utilitza un llenguatge vívid
3- Final de la historieta- pots posar una nota d’humor al final

Expressions útils

Last year... / one day...

While we were..                                                        mentre érem/ estàvem...

Meanwhile...                                                             mentrestant...

When we saw / when we realized that...                  quan vam veure / quan ens vam adonar que...

Suddenly / all of a sudden...                                     de sobte / tot d’una...

I felt...                                                                       vaig notar/sentir

Then / next / later                                                     llavors, després, més tard

After that...                                                               després...

Finally / eventually...                                                finalment...

In the end...                                                               al final...

Informal letters








Adreça de la persona que escriu









Data

salutació

1 Inici (salutació, introducció)
2 Part principal

3 Conclusió
nom o signatura
LANGUAGE: Usa formes verbals abreviades o contraccions i  vocabulari informal.
Expressions útils

Dear...                                                                         estimat...

Thanks for your letter

How’s it going? / How are you getting on?               
Com va això?

It was great to hear from you.                                   
 Ha estat fantàstic rebre notícies teves.

I’m writing to tell you...                                            
 T’escric per dir-te...

I’m sorry I haven’t written you in so long

sento no haver-te escrit durant tant de temps

I’m sorry I haven’t been in touch


sento no have-me mantingut en contacte

Just a quick letter to ask how you’re getting on
només una carta ràpida per saber com et va

By the way, how is.........?                                         
 Per cert, com està...?

Anyway, I must stop writing now.                            
En fi, he d’acabar.

Write soon.   /take care                                                 Escriu aviat/ cuida’t
Best wishes / Love                                                    
Salutacions / petons.

Bye for now




adéu, ens veiem

Take care




cuida’t

Give me a ring soon



truca’m aviat

Well , that’s enough about  school...

bé, ja n’hi ha prou del cole...

So much for school,



ja n’hi ha prou del cole...

Formal letters









Adreça de qui escriu










Data

Nom i adreça de la persona a qui escrius

Salutació,

1 Inici
2 Part principal

3 Conclusió
final

nom i cognoms del qui escriu la carta
language:
usa un vocabulari formal, sense cap contracció

Expressions útils

Dear Sir / Madam  -----  Yours faithfully

 Benvolgut/da senyor/a------ sincerament
Dear Mrs / Mr Smith----- yours sincerely
Thank you for                                              

 Li agraeixo...

With reference to your advertisement...        

En referència al seu anunci...

I am writing to enquire about...                    

 Li escric per demanar informació sobre...

I am particularly interested in...                    

En especial m’interessaria...

I would be grateful if you could...               

 Li agrairia que...

Could you please..?                                      

Podria...?

Would it be possible for me to....               

 Seria possible que jo?

I would appreciate 



apreciaria

Could you inform me about


podria informar-me sobre

Thank you for your assistance.               

Gràcies per la seva ajuda.

I look forward to hearing from you.           

Esperant rebre notícies seves.

Personal Description
1- Introducció de la persona. Nom , edat, estudis o treaball i com us vàreu conèixer

2- Descripció física i opinió personal , com creus que és

3- Descripció de caràcter , valoració de la persona i conclusió

Language:

Usa molts adjectius, comparatius i superlatius, i també adverbis de grau ( really, rather, a bit, slightly, extremely, completely, fairly, quite, a little...)

Utilitza també frases de relatiu 

Frases útils

She/he is one of my closest friends


És un dels meus millors amics

He/she looks like




s’hi assembla a 

He looks ….. 




Sembla...
 shy



ambitious


outgoing
suspicious


fun-loving


self-confident


Selfish



very old/young


smart



scruffy



upset



happy/glad


Pretty



ugly



cheerful


Bad- tempered


amusing



lazy


Quiet



talkative



silly


Well-behaved


hard-working


intelligent/ clever/cunning

Attractive


handsome


entertaining



He /she seems…..

Moody



friendly


easy-going
naughty
bad-tempered


sensible


sensitive

calm

Annoying


reliable


pushy

fascinating
Restless



weak


appalling
astonishing

Desirable


optimistic

easygoing
organised

Other adjectives
Ashamed, embarrassed, interested, keen, proud, bored, well-built,wonderful, appalling, fantastic, dreadful, marvellous, terrific, horrendous, cool, amazing, fascinating, spotty, fashionable, smart
Hair: dark, black, blonde/blond, red, light brown, curly, straight,  wavy, spiky,

He/she looks like….

A teacher

someone I know

she's in her twenties

             an artist

You can describe them physically :  height (medium- height, tall , short), size (fat, slim, well-built, muscular, thin..), face, usual clothes ……

 Grammar: look and seem

Look is used to talk more about what we can see. Seem is used more to talk about general impressions:  he looks tired, he seems like a nice person

This is how we use the verbs:  
seem /look  + adjective





Seem /look + like +noun/pronoun/sentence

Put like in these sentences if necessary

1- He looks …………….worried

2- She looks ………….. a teacher

3- You don't seem . ……………….very happy to see me

4- He seems ………………bored

5- My brother looks………………me, but we're different

6- They seem…………………they're having a good time

7- I might look……………..I'm tired, but I'm not

8- She looks ……………..Julia Roberts

DESCRIBING MOVIES
1- Introducció: opinió, nom  de la pel·licula, els protagonistes,director i estil

2- Valoració de les parts de la pel·licula

3- Conclusió i opinió final i recomanació
Vocabulary : adjectives to describe a movie or a film

Awful


fun

great

terrible

brilliant


Appalling

dreadful

boring

good

OK


Amazing

incredible
gripping

excellent
predictable


Sensational

dull

disappointing

to evaluate a film you can talk about

The plot:……………………………….

The screenplay (dialogues)/script……………………………………….

The ending:…………………………………………………..

The acting: ………………………………………………………..

The photography: ………………………………………………..

The soundtrack (music):……………………………………………….

Description of a place
1- Nombrar el lloc, situació  i  descripció de com és

2- Danar informacío de la seva cultura i història

3- Conclusió i recomanació

Parla de l’apariència d’un lloc, l’atmòsfera, la seva gent, cultura i història. Usa un  llenguatge viu i descriptiu i acaba amb una recomanació personal per visitar el lloc .
Llenguatge útil

Buildings:
beautiful, impressive, modern, ancient, old, magnificient, high, low, trendy shops,majestic, colourful, amazing, historical, picturesque
People, inhabitants: 
charming, outgoing, welcoming, friendly, traditional, nice, creative, cosmopolitan
Places: 
crowded, touristy, cosmopolitan, airy, remote, desolate, colourful, run-out, deserted, humid, dump, peaceful, noisy, exciting, dry, quiet, beautiful, ugly, stressful
Biography
1- Nom, quan i on va neixer i una idea general de qui era la persona

2- La seva vida als inicis

3- Aconteixements principals a la seva vida, perquè es va fer famós o és important a la teva vida, coses aconseguides...

4- Resum i conclusió

Posa les idees en ordre cronològic i conclou amb una avaluació de la seva importància. Usa adverbis de grau: quite, fairly, completely ...... 
Llenguatge útil

Firstly, later, next, eventually, finally
Three months later/before

The prevous / the following year

Between 1990 and 1995/ from 1990 to 1995
Positive adjectives to describe personality

 Influential, inspiring, generous, determined, dedicated, hard-working, idealistic, fun-loving, mature, generous, popular, educated, polite, intelligent, clever.
Negative adjectives

Over-ambitious, jealous, notorious, cowardly, obstinate, power.hungry

Describing the importance :

He influenced/ revolutionized/ changed/ the way we think about........

He became a respected leader in.......
English  Speaking Expressions

Seeking Clarification

First: Expressing Lack of Understanding
· I’m not sure I’m getting this.

· I don’t understand exactly what you mean.

· I'm sorry, I don't quite follow.

Informal

· Huh?

· What?

Second: Asking for More Information

· So, what are you trying to say?

· Do you mean that ____________________?

· I didn’t quite catch that last/first part? Could you go over it again, please?

· Would you mind explaining that a little more, please?

· Could you explain that more fully, please?

· Could you tell us a bit more about that, please?

Informal

· What are you getting at?

· What are you driving at?

Restating Your Own Ideas

· In other words,  ______________________.

· To put it another way, _________________.

· That is to say, _______________________.

· The point I'm trying to make is that _________.

· What I'm saying is that ________________.

· I mean (that) ________________________.

Paraphrasing Another Person's Ideas

· What Tony means is (that) _____________.

· What Cathy is trying say is that __________.

Offering Clarification

· Are you following me?

· Are you with me?

· Do you understand so far?

· Does this make sense to you?

Giving an opinion

· In my opinion, ______________________.

· As far as I'm concerned, ______________.

· Personally, I believe that ______________.

· As I see it, __________________________.

Inquiring about Agreement or Disagreement

· What do you think about this point?

· What’s your opinion about _______?

· Do/Don't you agree, José?

· George, wouldn't you agree?

Expressing Agreement

· Yes, that is right/true.

· You are right.

· I definitely/completely agree with Tom.

· That's exactly what I think.

· I agree with that.

· I couldn’t agree more.

Expressing Disagreement

Start with this:

· To be frank, . . .

· To tell the truth,  . . .

Followed by one of these:

· I don't really agree with you on that point.

· I'm afraid I can't agree with that.

· That's not how I see it.

More Polite

· I can see your point, but I don't really agree with it.

· That’s more or less true, but ____________.

· I understand what you mean, but _________.

· Yes, but isn’t it also true that __________.

· I guess you could say that, but __________.

Expressing Doubt or Lack of Knowledge

· Well, . . . maybe, . . . but I'm doubtful about that.

· Hmmmm, . . . you may be right, but I'm not sure.

· I can see his point, but I don't know if I agree with it.

· Are you sure that’s correct?

· I find that hard to believe.

· Do you really believe that?

Informal and more direct:

· Are you serious?

· Get out of here?

· I’ll believe that when I see it.

· Ah, come on!

· Ah, you’ 

Lack of Knowledge

· I’m afraid I don’t know.

· I’m sorry, but I have no idea.

Informal:

· I haven’t a clue.

· I haven’t the foggiest idea.

· It’s beyond me.

Bringing in Other People

· What do you think about Abdul’s idea, Hiroko?

· What is your opinion, Sam?

· Ted, what do you think we should do?

· Joel, what are your views on this subject?

Keeping the Discussion Moving

· Let's go on another point.

· To bring up another point, let's talk about __.

Interrupting

· Excuse me for interrupting, but __________.

· Sorry to interrupt, but _________________.

· If I could interrupt, ___________________.

 Getting a Point in the Discussion (Taking the Floor)

· I have a point I‘d like make.

· I'd like to add something here.

· I'd like to say something about your idea.

· Could I just add something here?

· That’s true, but ____________________.

Informal

· Hold on there.

· Yeah, but _________________________.

Keeping the Floor

· Just a minute, please.

· Could I just please finish my thought.

· Let me finish what I am trying to say (before I lose my train of thought).

· Let me just say one thing more.

Making Suggestions

· I suggest that we/you __________________.

· Why don't we/you ____________________?

· How about _________________________?

· Wouldn't it be a good idea to ___________?

Persuading. Convincing, and Strengthening Arguments

· You must admit that __________________.

· Don't forget that _____________________.

· Let's all remember that ________________.

· In addition to that, ____________________.

· Another thing, _______________________.

· Furthermore,_________________________.

· Not only that, but ____________________.

· What’s more, ________________________.

· I might add that ______________________.

Refuting a Fact

· Actually,  ___________________________.

· As a matter of fact, ___________________.

· Well, I'm not sure that's correct because ___.

Dismissing an Irrelevant Point

· I'm afraid you're missing the point.

· I don't see what that has to do with the goal of our discussion.

Capitulation

· I guess you’re right (after all).

· You’ve convinced me.

· I’ll go along with that.

· Maybe you’re right.

· Perhaps you’re right in this case.

Informal

· I’ll buy that.

