Ludotori Folk worksheet

1) Match these typical Celtic folk instruments with their names:

        a                     b                                c                            d                          




         

      

       

    

          e                           f                            g                          h



    

     

         


[image: image8.png]



2) Read about the history of Irish dancing and answer the questions:

The early history of Irish dancing reveals a constant moving of population through migration and invasions. Each of these groups of people brought their favourite types of dance and music. The Druids were among the first dancers. They danced in religious rituals honouring the oak tree and the sun. Their circular dances survive in the ring dances of today. 

When the Celts arrived in Ireland from central Europe over two thousand years ago, they brought with them their own folk dances. The Anglo-Norman conquest in the twelfth century brought Norman customs and culture to Ireland. During the mid sixteenth century, dances were performed in the great halls of the newly-built castles. 

Some of the dances were adapted by the sixteenth century English invaders and brought to the court of Queen Elizabeth. Irish dancing was accompanied by music played on the bagpipes and the harp. In the houses of the Anglo-Irish aristocracy, the master often joined in with servants in some of the dances.
During the eighteenth century, the dancing master appeared in Ireland. He was a dancing teacher who travelled from village to village in a district, teaching dance to peasants. Often, their young pupils did not know the difference between their left and right feet. To overcome this problem, the dancing master tied straw or hay to his pupils' left or right feet and instructed them to "lift hay foot" or "lift straw foot". They created group dances for the pupils who weren’t so good, to give them the chance to enjoy dancing.

Many versions of the same dance existed in different parts of Ireland. In this way a rich heritage of Irish dances was assembled and modified over the centuries. Today, jigs, reels, hornpipes, polkas and step dances are all performed. Solo dancing or step dancing first appeared at the end of the eighteenth century. 
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Glossary:

oak tree -  roure

hall – sala

newly-built – recent construït

join in – participar

peasant – camperol

overcome - superar
straw – palla

hay - fenc

heritage - patrimoni
1) What has the history of Irish dancing taught us about the Irish population?

a) They invaded many countries.   b) They stayed in one place.   c) They were invaded by 

                                                                                                            others.

2) How did so many different kinds of dance arrive in Ireland?

a) The invaders brought them.   b) New religious dances were invented by the invaders. 

c) Many Irish people emigrated and brought them back.

3) Who adapted Irish dances for the royal court?

a) The Druids   b) The Celts    c) The English

4) Why did the dancing master tie straw and hay to his pupils’ feet?

a) To humiliate them.   b) To help them to remember the dance.   c) Because it was part of 

                                                                                                      the dancing tradition.

5) Jigs, reels and hornpipes …

a) …were 18th Century dances   b) …are dances which are still performed today    

c) …are traditional instruments

(Thanks to http://www.irelandseye.com/dance.html)

3)  Do a webquest to discover ten of the most important dates in Irish history

Go to http://www.rootsweb.com/~fianna/history/  and complete the time line. Write the letter corresponding to the event as in the example:

	  800-

  920
	  999
	  1066
	 1167-

 1169
	 1541
	 1649
	 1798
	 1845-

 1849
	 1916
	 1972


   ___       ___        ___     ___       ___        ___       ___          a      ___       ___

a) The worst years of the potato famine.

b) King Henry VIII of England declares himself King of Ireland, bringing the newly-founded Protestant Church with him. (This was the beginning of the Catholic – Protestant conflict in Ireland.)

c) The Vikings arrive in Ireland and establish cities such as Dublin, Waterford and Limerick.

d) British paratroopers shoot and kill 13 civilians during a civil rights march in Derry. This day has become known as “Bloody Sunday”.

e) The Normans defeat the Saxons in England.

f) Brian Boru, the King of Munster, defeats the Vikings and shortly afterwards becomes the first king of Ireland.

g) Oliver Cromwell, the English parliamentarian, arrives in Ireland, killing and enslaving the Irish people and dividing up the land among the English soldiers.

h) The Easter Rising (a rebellion against British occupation).

i) The Normans invade Ireland and the 800-year struggle begins.

j) The year of the Revolution (or “Wexford Rising”) – when Catholics from many northern provinces rebelled against the oppressive Protestant regime.

Glossary

defeat - derrotar

enslave - esclavitzar

struggle - lluita

fiddle       bodhrán     uilleann pipes    mandolin   





    mandola      banjo       whistle      accordion








