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 To discover the 

first Thales’ 
Theorem. 


 
 
 Thales’ Theorem 
 

 A’ is read as “A 

prime”. 


Thales of Miletus (624 
BC,546 BC) was a pre-
Socratic Greek 
philosopher and 
mathematician born in 
what is now Turkey. He 
is believed to have 
introduced the study of 
geometry to Greece.  
 

 
               Thales of Miletus 
 

You can find the face 
of mathematicians in 
stamps, coins and 
bank notes. 
 

 
                                  Greek stamp  
                                  with Thales. 





 
Thales is credited with five theorems of geometry. In this section of the 
unit, we are going to study the first one, known as Thales’ Theorem.  
 

 
 

Student AStudent AStudent AStudent A: Read the following instructions to your partner: 
 
Step 1Step 1Step 1Step 1: Draw two lines that intersect at a point. Name the first 
line dddd, the second dddd’’’’ and the intersection point OOOO. 
 
Step 2Step 2Step 2Step 2: Draw a 1 cm segment on line dddd starting from point OOOO 
to the right of this point. Mark the point at the end of this new 
segment and name it AAAA. 
 
Step 3Step 3Step 3Step 3: Draw another point 2 cm to the right of point AAAA. Label 
this new point A’A’A’A’....  
 
Step 4Step 4Step 4Step 4: Draw a 2 cm segment on line d’d’d’d’ starting from point OOOO 
to the right of this point. Mark the point at the end of this new 
segment and name it BBBB. 
 
Step 5Step 5Step 5Step 5: Mark a 4 cm segment from point BBBB to the right of this 
point. Call the new point BBBB’’’’

’. 
 

Step 6Step 6Step 6Step 6: Draw the lines ABABABAB and A’B’A’B’A’B’A’B’    

 
Student B: Student B: Student B: Student B: Listen carefully to what your partner is reading and 
follow his or her instructions.  
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