
Copenhagen climate change conference: 

‘Fourteen days to seal history’s Judgment on this g eneration’ 

 

The dangers of climate change have been becoming apparent for a generation. Now the facts have 

started to speak: 11 of the past 14 years have been the warmest on record, the Arctic icecap is 

melting and last year's inflamed oil and food prices provide a preview of future havoc. In scientific 

journals the question is no longer whether humans are to blame, but how little time we have got left 

to limit the damage. Yet so far the world's response has been feeble and halfhearted. 

Climate change has been caused over centuries, has consequences that will endure for all time and 

our prospects of taming it will be determined in the next 14 days. We call on the representatives of 

the 192 countries gathered in Copenhagen not to hesitate, not to fall into dispute, not to blame each 

other but to seize opportunity from the greatest modern failure of politics. This should not be a fight 

between the rich world and the poor world, or between east and west. Climate change affects 

everyone, and must be solved by everyone. 

The politicians in Copenhagen can and must agree the essential elements of a fair an effective deal 

and, crucially, a firm timetable for turning it into a treaty. Next June's UN climate meeting in Bonn 

should be their deadline. As one negotiator put it: "We can go into extra time but we can't afford a 

replay." 

Many of us, particularly in the developed world, will have to change our lifestyles. The era of flights 

that cost less than the taxi ride to the airport is drawing to a close. We will have to shop, eat and 

travel more intelligently. We will have to pay more for our energy, and use less of it. But the shift to 

a low-carbon society holds out the prospect of more opportunity than sacrifice. 

Already some countries have recognized that embracing the transformation can bring growth, jobs 

and better quality lives. The flow of capital tells its own story: last year for the first time more was 

invested in renewable forms of energy than producing electricity from fossil fuels. 

The politicians in Copenhagen have the power to shape history's judgment on this generation: one 

that saw a challenge and rose to it, or one so stupid that we saw calamity coming but did nothing to 

avert it. We implore them to make the right choice. 

 

1. In what ways can we currently see the consequenc es of climate change? 

2. How many countries are represented at the Copenh agen Conference and what are they 

being asked to do? 

3. How will the lifestyles of people in the develop ed world have to change? 

4. What are the economic benefits of climate contro l?  

 
 
 
 



Debate/Role-play: 
 
The United Nations has proposed that all government s should aim to reduce carbon 
emissions by 20% by the year 2015. 
 
Whose responsibility is it to reduce greenhouse gas emissions? 

Do you think it is your responsibility? / The developed governments´ responsibility? / 
Everyone’s responsibility? 

 
What should you do to help the UN reach its target? 
 
What are the problems for you with being environmentally friendly? 
 
How will it affect your life if you are environmentally friendly? 
 
Do you agree with the UN’s aim of a 20% reduction in carbon emissions? 
 
 



 
• The United Nations has proposed that all government s should aim to reduce carbon 

emissions by 20% by the year 2015. 
You are the government of a developed country.  You have been polluting a lot and have 
contributed to a lot of the global warming problems.  You know it is your responsibility to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  However, it will affect the economy of your country, you 
will have to raise taxes and therefore your popularity will decrease. 

 
• The United Nations has proposed that all government s should aim to reduce carbon 

emissions by 20% by the year 2015. 
You are the government of a developing country.  In the past your country did not contribute 
to carbon emissions because you had no industry.  In recent years, however, industry in 
your country has increased rapidly and now you are emitting much more gas than the 
developed countries.  You do not think it is your responsibility to reduce carbon emissions 
as it was the developed countries that caused the damage. 

 
• The United Nations has proposed that all government s should aim to reduce carbon 

emissions by 20% by the year 2015.  
You are a member of Greenpeace.  You strongly support the UN’s aim.  You think that it is 
everyone’s responsibility to save the environment. Global warming will affect everyone, 
therefore everyone must help to reduce its impact.  You also think that 20% is not a big 
enough reduction and you want the UN to suggest a higher aim of a 40% reduction. 

 
• The United Nations has proposed that all government s should aim to reduce carbon 

emissions by 20% by the year 2015. 
You are the owner of a global car manufacturer.  You have factories across the World, in 
both developed and developing countries.  You produce huge amounts of greenhouse 
gases every year.  You know that global warming is a big issue, but for you, the most 
important thing is your business. 

 
• The United Nations has proposed that all government s should aim to reduce carbon 

emissions by 20% by the year 2015. 
You are a Mother/Father.  You think it is important to reduce global warming, to save the 
environment for you children and your grandchildren.  You think it is difficult for individuals 
to help the environment and the government should do more.  Recycling takes up a lot of 
time, and it often costs a lot more to be energy efficient. 

 


