
Make a paper rocket that soars 

http://teachers.egfi-k12.org/straw-rocket-aeronautics/ 

 

 

 

SUMMARY 

Who doesn’t love rockets? Or blowing through a soda straw? In this activity, students learn 

about rocket stability by constructing and flying a small indoor paper rocket propelled by air 

blown through a straw. The goal is for students to conduct an experiment. Also to have fun! 

 

MATERIALS 

 Rocket template 

 Scissors 

 Crayons 

 Tape 

 Drinking Straw 

 

 

PROCEDURE 

1. Download and print the soda-straw rocket template from:  

http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/education/images/pdf/sodastrawrocket.pdf 

http://teachers.egfi-k12.org/straw-rocket-aeronautics/
http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/education/images/pdf/sodastrawrocket.pdf


 

2. Personalize the rocket by colouring or drawing on them. 

3. Carefully cut out the pieces and assemble the rocket according to the template’s 

instructions. 

1. Carefully cut out the rectangle. This will be the body tube of the rocket. Wrap the 
rectangle around a pencil length-wise and tape the rectangle so that it forms a tube. 
2. Carefully cut out the two fin units. Align the rectangle that extends between the 
two fins with the end of your body tube and tape it to the body tube. Do the same 
thing for the other fin unit, but tape it on the other side of the pencil. 
3. Bend the one fin on each fin unit 90 degrees so that each fin is at a right angle to 
its neighbor. When you look along the back of the rocket, the fins should form a “+” 
mark. 
4. Using the sharpened end of your pencil, twist the top of the body tube into a nose 
cone.  
5. Remove the pencil and replace it with a soda straw. Blow into the straw to launch 
your rocket! 

4. Once completed, you will have a nice little rocket. Insert a soda straw into the rocket and 

blow into the straw. Watch your rocket as it flies. How far does it go? Does it fly straight 

or does it tumble in midair? 

 

 


