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Song Worksheet Zombie

1 Look at the dictionary entry.

Which meaning is being used in these
sentences?
a Run! The zombies are coming.

They’re going to eat us! ……

b I’m so tired. I’m a zombie. ……

c In the movie, the zombies destroy the
whole city. ……

d He’s not listening. He’s like a zombie when
he’s watching his favourite programme. ……

2 Listen to the song and write down some
of the words you hear.

3 What do you think this song is about?
a love b work c war

4 Read the article about the Cranberries
and check your answer to Activity 3.

5 Listen to the song again. Fill the blanks
with these words.

bombs crying family fighting
guns head hey mother old
slowly what’s who zombie

Another head hangs lowly,
Child is (a) ……………… taken.
And the violence caused such silence,
(b) ……………… are we mistaking?

But you see, it’s not me, it’s not my
(c) ………………

In your head, in your (d) ……………… they are
fighting,
With their tanks and their bombs,
And their bombs and their (e) ……………….
In your head, in your head, they are
(f) ………………

In your head, in your head,
Zombie, zombie, zombie,
Hey, hey, hey. What’s in your head,
In your head,
(g) ………………, zombie, zombie?
Hey, hey, hey, hey, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh

Another (h) ……………… ’s breaking
Heart is taking over.
When the violence causes silence,
We must be mistaken.
It’s the same (i) ……………… theme since
nineteen-sixteen

In your head, in your head they’re still
(j) ………………

With their tanks and their bombs,
And their (k) ……………… and their guns.
In your head, in your head, they are dying

In your head, in your head,
Zombie, zombie, zombie
Hey, hey, hey. (l) ……………… in your head,
In your head,
Zombie, zombie, zombie?
Hey, hey, hey, (m) ………………, oh, oh, oh,
Oh, oh, oh, oh, hey, oh, ya, ya-a

6 Why is this song called “Zombie”? Who
are the zombies?

The Cranberries
The Cranberries are from Limerick in
south-west Ireland.They are popular all
over the world – 35 million people have got
one of their albums.Their most famous
songs are “Linger” and “Zombie”.The singer
says “Linger” is about her first kiss, but
“Zombie” has a more serious message. It is
about the terrorism in Northern Ireland
and refers to fighting in Ireland in 1916 and
a bomb attack in England.
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02zombie /zambi/
noun
1 (in horror stories) a dead person that
is alive again because of bad magic.

2 a person who is like a robot; a person
that doesn’t feel or understand what is
going on around them.
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Song Worksheet Teacher’s Notes

Zombie
(The Cranberries, 1994)

AIMS
To guess the meaning of words from context
To encourage listening for gist
To read an article
To speculate on the meaning of a song

1 • Ask students what a zombie is. Tell them
zombie has two meanings in English and have
them read the dictionary definition.

• Pairs choose the meanings being used.

• Check the answers as a class. (Answers: a1,
b2, c1, d2.)

2 • Play the song and ask the students to listen
and write down any words they hear.

3 • Ask students to work in pairs/groups and use
the words they wrote down in Activity 2 to
help guess this answer.

4 • Ask the students to read the fact file and
check their answer to Activity 3. You can also
set a few questions for them to answer, for
example: What nationality are the Cranberries?
What is “Linger” about?

5 • Have students read over the lyrics and the list
of words. Can they guess where any of the
words go? Remind them to look at the
grammar for hints. Give them a few minutes
to do this, then play the CD for them to check
their guesses and fill in the rest of the blanks.

• Check answers as a class. (Answers: a slowly,
b who, c family, d head, e guns, f crying, g
zombie, h mother, i old, j fighting, k bombs, l
what’s, m hey.)

6 • Students guess why the song is called “Zombie”.

(Answer: Some people think that the terrorists
are zombies because they keep on fighting
without thinking why. However, there are other
possible answers.)

Warmer
• Ask students if they like horror movies. What

monsters do they know?
• Ask students to mime the monster’s actions

when you say the words. Use vampire, ghost,
mummy, zombie, werewolf, etc.

Lyrics
Another head hangs lowly,
Child is slowly taken.
And the violence caused such silence,
Who are we mistaking?

But you see, it’s not me, it’s not my family.
In your head, in your head they are fighting,
With their tanks and their bombs,
And their bombs and their guns.
In your head, in your head, they are crying

In your head, in your head,
Zombie, zombie, zombie,
Hey, hey, hey. What’s in your head,
In your head,
Zombie, zombie, zombie
Hey, hey, hey, hey, oh, oh oh, oh oh, oh

Another mother’s breaking
Heart is taking over.
When the violence causes silence,
We must be mistaken.
It’s the same old theme since nineteen-
sixteen

In your head, in your head they’re still
fighting,
With their tanks and their bombs,
And their bombs and their guns.
In your head, in your head, they are dying

In your head, in your head,
Zombie, zombie, zombie,
Hey, hey, hey. What’s in your head,
In your head,
Zombie, zombie, zombie?
Hey, hey, hey, hey, oh, oh, oh,
Oh, oh, oh, oh, hey, oh, ya, ya-a
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